
 

 

Majid Al Futtaim and Universal Pictures International (UPI) form 

new distribution partnership for Saudi Arabia, GCC and Egypt 

 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 10 August 2022: Majid Al Futtaim Distribution is proud to 

announce a new distribution partnership with Universal Pictures International, the international 

distribution arm of Universal Pictures. Effective February 1, 2023, Universal movies will now 

be released in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the GCC and Egypt by Majid Al Futtaim 

Distribution, one of the largest film distributors in the region and a subsidiary of Majid Al 

Futtaim Leisure, Entertainment & Cinemas. 

 

This new deal realigns the release of Universal Pictures International movies in the Middle 

East and will see Majid Al Futtaim release such titles as M. Night Shyamalan’s thriller Knock 

At The Cabin, Super Mario Bros movie, Renfield, Fast & Furious 10 and Trolls 3 to name a 

few next year. 

 

Paul Higginson, Executive Vice President, EMEA for Universal Pictures International said: 

“This is a very exciting time for cinema in the Middle East with the investment and audience 

interest at unprecedented levels. We are thrilled to be partnering with Majid Al Futtaim, one of 

the most ambitious and forward-thinking Groups in the region.” 

 

Ignace Lahoud, Chief Executive Officer, Majid Al Futtaim Leisure, Entertainment & Cinemas 

added, “This strategic partnership reaffirms Majid Al Futtaim’s commitment to deliver 

compelling content and the ultimate cinematic experience to cinemagoers in the region. We 

are proud to collaborate with Universal Pictures International (UPI), which has a long legacy 

of producing commercially successful and critically acclaimed movies. We look forward to 

bringing their impressive slate of blockbuster films and popular movie franchises to the big 

screen and working together to grow the Middle East’s cinema industry with films that attract 

a large and diverse audience." 

 

 

Majid Al Futtaim Leisure, Entertainment & Cinemas operates more than 600 screens across 

eight markets in the Middle East as well as a portfolio of world-class experiences including Ski 

Dubai, Magic Planet and Dreamscape. In addition to being the region’s largest and most 

rapidly growing exhibitor, it operates a large regional film distribution business.  

 

END 

Notes to the Editor:  The legal name of this company is “Majid Al Futtaim” and should not be 

shortened or replaced by an acronym to avoid confusion with another business entity. 

 

About Majid Al Futtaim  

Founded in 1992, Majid Al Futtaim is the leading shopping mall, communities, retail and leisure 

pioneer across the Middle East, Africa and Asia.  

 

A remarkable business success story, Majid Al Futtaim started from one man’s vision to 

transform the face of shopping, entertainment and leisure to ‘create great moments for 

everyone, every day’. It has since grown into one of the United Arab Emirates’ most respected 



 

and successful businesses spanning 17 international markets, employing more than 43,000 

people, and obtaining the highest credit rating (BBB) among privately held corporates in the 

region. 

 

Majid Al Futtaim owns and operates 29 shopping malls, 13 hotels and four mixed-use 

communities, with further developments underway in the region. The shopping malls portfolio 

includes Mall of the Emirates, Mall of Egypt, Mall of Oman, City Centre malls, My City Centre 

neighbourhood centres, and five community malls which are in joint venture with the 

Government of Sharjah. The Company is the exclusive franchisee for Carrefour in over 30 

markets across the Middle East, Africa and Asia, operating a portfolio of more than 400 outlets 

including City+, the region’s first checkout-free store, and an online store. 

 

Majid Al Futtaim operates more than 600 VOX Cinemas screens as well as a portfolio of world-

class leisure and entertainment experiences across the region including Ski Dubai, Ski Egypt, 

Dreamscape, Magic Planet, Little Explorers and iFLY Dubai. The Company is parent to a 

Fashion, Home and Specialty retail business representing international brands such as 

Abercrombie & Fitch, Hollister, AllSaints, lululemon athletica, Crate & Barrel, LEGO and THAT, 

a Majid Al Futtaim fashion concept store and app. In addition, Majid Al Futtaim operates 

Enova, a facility and energy management company, through a joint venture operation with 

Veolia, a global leader in optimised environment resource management.  

 

https://maf.am/Majid_Al_Futtaim_EN 

 

Please follow us on 

 

   https://www.facebook.com/MajidAlFuttaim 

    https://www.instagram.com/majidalfuttaim 

   https://www.tiktok.com/@majidalfuttaim 

   https://www.youtube.com/user/majidalfuttaim 

   https://twitter.com/majidalfuttaim 

   https://www.linkedin.com/company/majid-al-futtaim 

   https://majidalfuttaim.medium.com/ 
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